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A Very Happy New year and a very warm 
welcome to the newly formed North East 
Hants Ploughing Society. 

As former members or sponsors of the North 
East Hants Agricultural Association, you will 
know that the last NEHAA Ploughing Match 
took place in October 2016. 

At the end of that match the ploughmen and 
a group of members and committee agreed 
that it would be a great shame to lose the 
Ploughing Match completely. And so the 
ploughmen, led by Kevin Alexander, had a 
whip round and raised an amazing £385.00 as 
a start-up fund for a possible new society, in 
the hopes that there would be enough 
interest to take it forward in the New Year.  

At the start of 2017, Robert Stevens, former 
Ploughing Match Chairman, and Rebecca 
Peek, former Secretary, approached former 
supporters, sponsors and ploughmen to 
gauge interest in continuing. The outcome 
was positive and the forecast was that not 
only would we have sufficient entries to 
make the match possible, but we would also 

have sufficient financial support to cover our 
costs.  

All that remained was to formalize the 
Society and appoint a committee. Having 
informed as many as we could, on April 26th 
2016, we held an Open Meeting at The 
Golden Pheasant in Farringdon.  

The Meeting  
At the meeting we confirmed our name should 
be the North East Hants Ploughing Society, 
more commonly referred to as the NEHPS. 
This was with a view to keeping an obvious link 
to our heritage with the NEHAA and to making 
it clear that we were continuing a very 
longstanding tradition. 

We appointed a president, officers and a 
committee and established a basic framework 
for our constitution and agreed the rules of the 
Ploughing Match.  

We were very grateful to supporters and 
committee members for purchasing the 
existing cups awarded at the match. With this 
and the ongoing support of our sponsors we 
have been able to continue where we left off. 
So it has been very much business as usual! 
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Our President is Mr Niven Baird, 
(pictured right at this year’s match). 
Well known to NEHAA members as a 
former Chairman and President, we 
are very pleased that he has agreed 
to continue supporting the new 
ploughing society. 

We have a very good balance of 
experience and skills in our 
committee: 

Chairman – Mr Robert Stevens - 
already known to everyone as the 
long-standing Chair of the Ploughing 
Match 

Treasurer – Mr Philip Sharpe – 
again, well known as a long-standing 
Treasurer of NEHAA. 

Secretary – Ms Rebecca Peek, 
latterly Show Secretary and 
Ploughing Match Secretary of the 
NEHAA.  

Committee:  

Mr Kevin Alexander – Ploughman, 
judge and long term exhibitor and 
Binsted Ploughing Society 
committee member 

Mr Richard Buer – Partner of NFU 
Alton and former President and 
committee member of the NEHAA 

Mr Andrew Chitty – Ploughman, 
judge and long term exhibitor 

Mrs Petra Martin – Former NEHAA 
Committee member and NFU H&S 
guru. 

Ms Susie Parish – Susie has been a 
stalwart of the Ploughing 
Committee for many years and is key 
to its success and management in 
the field on the day. 

Mr John Trenchard – Ploughman, 
judge and long term exhibitor. 

All in all a very experienced and 
knowledgeable team. 

In addition, we are very grateful for 
the continued ongoing support from 
our regular supporters and 
volunteers, who without fail pitch up 
on the day, come rain or shine, to 
make the match possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone is interested in 
volunteering to help with the 
organization, set up or helping on 
the day, we’d love to hear from 
you.  Please email the Secretary, 
secretary@nehploughing.org or 
call or text: 07860 142867 

 

Picture shows Susie (L), Richard (R) and 
William White with his very well behaved 
Labrador Molly, stewarding on the day. 

 

 

Who We Are 
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Forty Ploughmen, with a range of 
Vintage and Modern machinery, 
made their way to Hartley Park Farm 
at Selborne, for the first North East 
Hants Ploughing Society Match held 
on the 22nd October. 

With one or two interruptions for a 
couple of World Wars and restrictions 
resulting from the occasional 
outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease, 
the NE Hants Ploughing Match has 
been an annual event in the local 
calendar since 1840 when the 
inaugural event was held by the North 
East Hants Agricultural Association 
which also organised the Annual 
Alton Agricultural Show. 

With the restrictions imposed on the 
showground the Alton show was 
discontinued and in 2016, the NEHAA 
held their last match at Neatham.  To 
continue the tradition the North East 
Hants Ploughing Society was founded 
in April this year and the 2017 NE 
Hants Ploughing Match was held as a 
combined event with the Southern 
Counties Heavy Horse Association All 
England Ploughing Competition. 

Fortunately the skies were clear and a 
fresh breeze began to dry the ground 
as ploughing got underway, not quite 

as early as planned, as the rain 
the night before made access to 
the site difficult, as some Tractor 
Ploughmen and spectators were 
caught in the queue of Horseboxes 
waiting to be towed into the field for 
the Horse Ploughing Event. 

For the NE Hants competitors the 
combination of wet ground and 
stubble, were described by the one of 
the Judges as “Challenging” and 
although the modern ploughs were 
well able to cope with the conditions, 
one or two of the vintage competitors 
struggled to make headway. 

Ploughing was completed around 
12:30 and while the competitors 
retired to enjoy a Fish and Chip lunch, 
the Judges, Derek Turner, Alan Turner 
and Mike Atkinson, were completing 
their deliberations across the Four 
Classes. 

With results checked the 
presentations were made by Niven 
Baird, President of the North East 
Hants Ploughing Society.  

The 2017 North East Hants Overall 
Champion Ploughmen was Keith 
Giles, with Peter White, a regular 
competitor and previous NEH 

Champion Ploughman, taking the 
honours in Reversible Plough 
Championship.   

Full results can be found on the 
website: 
http://www.nehploughing.org/  

 

 

HEADING 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ploughing Match 2017 
by Chairman, Robert Stevens 

http://www.nehploughing.org/
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                                     R Hunts Ltd took out a stand this year 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We cannot begin our Thanks yous 
without first expressing how very 
grateful the NEPHS is to the Butler 
Family of Hartley Park Farms Ltd for 
allowing us to use their site – it is the 
generosity of the landowners that allows 
all of us to continue enjoying these 
traditional agricultural events.   

We would also like to thank all our 
commercial sponsors and individual 
donors for continuing to support us. 
Again, their contributions make these 
events possible. Our commercial 
sponsors were AJ Seale Ltd, 
Bartholomews Agrifoods Ltd, Farol Ltd, 
Mike Garwood Ltd, Rod Gaskins Ltd, 
Loos For Dos, Oakes Bros Ltd and R 
Hunts Ltd. And our regular member 
sponsors include Mr and Mrs Robert 
Lane, Niven Baird, Mrs Jan Butler, 
(former NEHAA Secretary, who still 
contributes so much in practical ways as 
well), Mr J Watts and Robert and Sheila 
Stevens. 

We must also thank all the ploughmen 
who contributed to the original start up 
fund in 2016 and also Richard Cobden 
for his recent contribution. We would 
also like to thank Petersfield and District 
Ploughing Society for their support and 
donation. All are hugely appreciated! 

It goes without saying, that nothing can 
happen without an army of volunteers 
who donate huge amounts of time and 
energy to enable the day go ahead – and 
all for a bacon butty breakfast and a fish 
and chip lunch! We’d like to extend a 
HUGE thank you to all of them! Thank 
you especially to William White and his 
dog Molly for ably marshalling the 
judges, along with Petra, Susie and 
Richard.  And thank you Simon Fraser 
for always turning up with a smile, 
whatever the weather, and your camera 
– we have used several of Simon’s 
photos here, so many thanks, Simon. 
Thank you also to Kevin Alexander’s 
family for helping out with raising funds 
for the raffle, they did an amazing job! 

This year was particularly challenging as 
we had Storm Brian to contend with and 
on Saturday afternoon things were 
being weighed up and crystal balls were 
being consulted.  In spite of the wind and 
rain, the ground was pretty firm and the 
forecast promised a dryer, if breezy day 
on the Sunday, so with a determination 
not to be beaten by Brian, we decided to 
go ahead. And what a good decision that 
was!   

We had the most wonderful sunny and 
fresh autumn day.  Yes, it was windy and 
a few gazebos were abandoned 
otherwise they might have taken flight, 
but with the help of tractors from 
Norton Farm as well as Hartley Park 
Farm, we were able to get in all the 
horseboxes, trade stands and tractors.   

The weather finally broke late afternoon 
and although the visitors had no 
problem getting off the showground, 
the trade stands and horseboxes needed 
a little bit of help from the tractors – and 
that included the NEHPS Secretary, who 
had to be towed off the field, bottom 
first – the car that is, not the Secretary! 

So finally, a big thank you to our own 
Robert Stevens and Tony Ayers, Hartley 
Park Farm’s Farm Manager, for staying 
on into the dark to make sure everyone 
got off the showground safely.   

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

www.nehploughing.org.uk 

Thank Yous  
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Although we no longer benefit 
from having charitable status, the 
NEHPS remains a not-for-profit 
organization. It exists solely to 
finance and organize the annual 
ploughing match.   

To that end we need to ensure 
that we not only cover our costs 
annually, but also build up a 
capital base that allows us to 
withstand the effects of possible 
adverse weather conditions into 
the future.   

Cancellation is a very real threat 
to our success and we need to 
ensure that we have a cushion 
that allows us to survive in the 
event that we might have to 
cancel at the last minute – it 
wouldn’t be the first time!   

We operate a very lean structure 
and manage our costs well, but 
we are always in need of 
additional support. As part of this, 
we agreed that we should still 
offer society membership to 
anyone who might want to 
continue supporting such a long 
established agricultural tradition.  

So we are pleased to be able to 
offer three levels of membership: 

Ordinary £10.00 

Family  £20.00 

Junior  £5.00 (under 18 years) 
 

Membership shall be open to 
anyone expressing support for the 

objectives of the Society and who 
is acceptable to the Committee. 

The benefits to members is that 
they will be supporting a worthy 
cause and will also receive regular 
updates and free admission to the 
match even if it is in conjunction 
with a paying event such as the 
SCHHA match in 2017. 

Subscriptions fall due on the 1st 
January every year, except for the 
Ploughmen, who will take 
up/renew their membership with 
their Match entry every year in 
October. A membership form 
accompanies this newsletter. 

If you are interested in joining the 
NEHPS, please print the 
form and complete it and 
return it to the Secretary 
either by post, with a 
cheque, or by scanning and 
emailing the Secretary and 
transferring the funds 
online via BACS transfer. 
Our payment details are on 
the form. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Not Join Us? 
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Contact Us: 
 

 

 

 

Secretary:  Rebecca Peek secretary@nehploughing.org 07860 142867 For all Membership, Entry and General Enquiries 

Treasurer: Philip Sharpe treasurer@nehploughing.org  01420 83700  (Sheen Stickland) For financial queries if necessary 

Chairman: Robert Stevens bob@nehploughing.org   07715 173293 

Website:    www.nehploughing.org  
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